
W hen cultural institutions like museums, private schools
and universities add facilities to their existing struc-
tures, they typically rely on a pool of architects that spe-
cialize in this segment of construction. So, it only makes

sense that Kohler Ronan LLC – an engineering consulting firm that pri-
marily serves the northeastern United States – would streamline its
processes to align with those architectural firms that design these institutions.

“Within the markets we serve, there are a select group of architects
who specialize  in those markets,” explains Joseph Lembo, a partner
with Kohler Ronan. “Our firm is set up to support that type of architect.”

Kohler Ronan provides design services for mechanical, electrical,
plumbing (MEP), fire protection (FP), energy modeling and building
commissioning services out of offices in Danbury, Conn., and New York
City. Founded in 1998, the company is led by four partners – John E.
Kohler, Rory S. Ronan, Craig F. Razza and Joseph Lembo – who have a
combined 95 years of experience. 

The company primarily offers engineering design services for cultural
institution projects like museums, fine and performing arts centers, uni-
versities and private education institutions, as well as luxury residences
and recreational facilities. 

Revving Up
In order to better serve architects who specialize in cultural institution
projects, Kohler Ronan realized early on that it had to adapt BIM to
streamline its processes in alignment with architectural firms in the
industry. The software of choice for this segment is Autodesk Revit.
Realizing the direction the industry was taking, Kohler Ronan jumped
on this trend long before its competitors did in 2008.

The program required some adjustment, however, because when
Revit was first launched, its controls were designed for users in the
architectural field. Although there have been numerous updates to the
software since, Kohler Ronan didn’t wait for those versions before get-
ting  up to speed with the program. 

“We needed to really embrace Revit so that our clients would be able
to produce entire jobs in Revit,” Ronan says. “When they [architects]
were working in Revit and consultants like us were working in
AutoCAD, it was not a seamless process. Using Revit creates a fully inte-
grated project delivery system.”

In addition to utilizing Revit to work more closely with architects,
Kohler Ronan also offers extensive energy modeling services . For the
last three years, the company has shared the knowledge gained from
the modeling  process with its architects to compare various engineer-
ing systems, windows, wall composites and possible orientation. Kohler
Ronan is able to create “what-if scenarios” and present project owners
with options that  assist in choosing the energy model best suited to
their needs.  
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Consulting
Symmetry
KOHLER RONAN IS SET UP TO ALIGN WITH CULTURAL
INSTITUTIONS’ ARCHITECTS. BY BRIAN SALGADO

Kohler Ronan offers engineering design
services to cultural institutions such as

Fairfield University’s Bellarmine Museum.

«

Kohler Ronan designed MEP/FP
systems for the Southern

Kentucky Performing Arts Center.

«

At Marist College in New York, Kohler
Ronan assisted with the additions and

renovations to an athletic facility.

«
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Design in Education
One project that benefitted from Kohler
Ronan’s energy modeling is the Kohler
Environmental Center, a new building
for the Choate Rosemary Hall private
school in Wallingford, Conn. The cen-
ter serves as an interdisciplinary aca-
demics institution as well as a resi-
dential program that focuses on envi-
ronmental sciences. 

The $20 million, 30,000-square-foot
project brought Kohler Ronan on
board to design the MEP/FP systems.
The school aims to achieve LEED
Platinum certification for the structure. 

The challenge was designing systems to meet  a stringent
net-zero energy program that would act as a learning tool for
students in the classroom. To achieve this goal, Kohler Ronan
ran several energy simulations using IES- Virtual
Environment. For example, a clothes dryer for the school cost
only $1,000. However, through energy modeling, Kohler
Ronan found that the cost of the additional photovoltaic array required
to operate the dryer was approximately $20,000.

“We had to work closely with the architect and the school to develop
an energy budget that would be used throughout the life of the design,”
Ronan says. “So, the energy budget was just as important and would be
monitored as any other item would be.”

Ronan says Kohler Ronan intends to continue growing at a controlled
pace as it adds more cultural institution projects to its portfolio. Lembo
adds that once more architects realize what his company can contribute,
there’s no telling how many clients it will land.

“The more that architects know us, the more clients we’ll have,”
Lembo says. “Once a client starts using us, they don’t normally stop.” 

Kohler Ronan uses BIM to
work seamlessly with archi-
tects and other contractors.

»

Kohler Ronan LLC
www.kohlerronan.com
• Projected 2012 Revenues: $6 million• Headquarters: Danbury, Conn.
• Employees: 44
• Services: Engineering consultation
“Using Revit creates a fullyintegrated project delivery 
system.” –Rory S. Ronan, partner

Published by Phoenix Media Corporation Tel: 312.676.1101 Fax: 312.676.1280
On behalf of Kohler Ronan, LLC © 2012 Phoenix Media Corporation. All rights reserved.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 1
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings false
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for Quebecor World Midland.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


