


Recreation facilities, hotels & resorts, restaurants, and the hospitality industry as a 
whole are businesses whose success is directly correlated to guest satisfaction. While 
maximizing revenues is the ultimate goal, this can only be achieved via the repeat and 
referral business generated by satisfied guests. Kohler Ronan designs engineering 
systems with this thought in mind. Optimizing comfort for operations 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week is critical. We also recognize the need for energy-efficient systems which 
can accommodate both full and partial occupancies. Furthermore, we understand 
that engineering and design services must be careful not to detract from the aesthetic 
value of these establishments, but seek to enhance it wherever possible.

Retail / Recreation



KOHLER RONAN

Alley Pond Environmental Center
Expansion & Renovations

Location        Queens, New York

Architect       Leroy Street Studio / DLANDstudio

Services      MEP 

Size                 10,000 square feet

Cost                $9 million

Completed         2014 (design)

The City of New York Parks and Recreation department initiated plans to expand and 
renovate an area of the Alley Pond Park to create the New Alley Pond Environmental Center. 
The proposed program includes indoor and outdoor class instruction spaces, small animal 
storage, exhibit room, bathrooms, office space, children’s library and staff library, parking 
area, and covered walk way connecting structures.

The already existing 5,700 square-foot building is in need of great repair, including 
structural work to stabilize the building. One option explored was to erect a new building 
of approximately 10,000 square feet in the same vicinity. An alternate plan to salvage the 
existing structure, therefore reducing the new construction of the Annex to 6000 square feet, 
would require renovations to the existing building to bring it up to a habitable, shell, “white 
box” space with minimal lighting and MEP/FP systems. It is understood that the existing 
building would remain in use during the construction of the new facility. This would lead to a 
second phase in which the existing structure would be torn down, or repaired and renovated.

Sustainable systems installed at the site would be utilized as educational tools for visitors and made 
viewable by public where possible. The project has a goal of obtaining LEED Silver Certification.

2014 Winner of the Excellence in Design Award

Image: Courtesy of Leroy Street Studio / DLANDstudio



KOHLER RONAN

New York Botanical Garden
Edible Academy

Location      Bronx, New York

Architect       Cooper Robertson & Partners

Services       MEP 

Size                5,000 square feet

Cost                 $6 million

Completed      2014 (design) 

The New York Botanical Garden is a National Historic Landmark site with a multi-pronged 
mission—to conduct plant research, protect, preserve, and improve the garden and its 
collections, and to serve the community through education about the natural world, specifically 
horticulture and plant biology. Following through on the garden’s mission, the Edible Academy 
offers numerous hands-on activities for children and parents interested in learning about 
growing and preparing fruits and vegetables for healthy living. The increasingly popular and 
innovative programming demanded a new, state-of-the-art educational facility which would 
allow year-round operation of the Academy’s edible gardening and STEM activities.

Kohler Ronan contributed MEP/FP systems design for this building which will feature two 
high-tech classrooms accommodating up to 32 children and 5 chaperones each. Housed in one 
of the classrooms will be a demonstration kitchen, which will be central to the facility, as will 
the interconnected teaching greenhouse. The project will be designed to LEED Gold standards 
and will feature a green roof, geothermal heating and cooling, and composting restrooms. The 
green roof will collect storm water runoff and provide added insulation.

2014 Winner of the Excellence in Design Award

Image: Courtesy of Copper Robertson & Partners



KOHLER RONAN

David Yurman
Flagship Store

Location        New York, New York

Architect      Gabellini Sheppard Associates

Services         MEP/FP 

Size                  7,200 square feet

Cost                 Confidential

Completed      2012

With in-store boutiques and stand-alone stores across the country, David Yurman recently 
opened his completely renovated flagship store on Madison Avenue at 63rd Street in New 
York City.

For the grand opening of this high-end Manhattan townhouse, Kohler Ronan provided a full 
array of mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and fire protection design and engineering services. 
The building’s rather extensive 7,200 square-foot renovations incorporated retail space on the 
ground level, as well as the second and third floors. Customer service, workshop areas, and 
offices made up the fourth and fifth floors. The scope of work included design services for 
basement storage areas as well.

The end result of this renovation is a truly high-end retail boutique which is comfortable for 
both patrons and sales staff, and which effectively showcases the fine jewelry. Climate control, 
noise minimization, and lighting were critical elements.





KOHLER RONAN

Tiffany & Co. 
Jewel Salon & Mezzanine

Location        New York, New York

Architect         Robert A.M. Stern Architects

Services         MEP/FP 

Size                3,400 square feet

Cost                 Confidential

Completed      2010

Known worldwide for exquisite jewelry and exceptional client service, Tiffany & Co. intended 
to create a space catering to its most special clients among whom are members of royal 
families, celebrities, politicians, and others with high profiles. Often these clients prefer to 
shop in private due to security concerns, while others’ years of patronage have simply earned 
them an amount of special treatment. In either case, the Tiffany’s Jewel Salon was envisioned 
and created to meet their needs.

Located on the mezzanine of the Fifth Avenue flagship store, the salon houses some of the 
store’s most priceless jewels, art, and artifacts. The 3,400 square-foot space is designed to 
create an intimate atmosphere and highly-personal shopping experience, resembling a grand 
1920s apartment rather than a retail store. In addition to the anticipated jewelry display areas, 
the salon features a full-service concierge to handle client requests, fully-stocked bar, client 
changing area, and relaxing private spaces to discuss custom jewelry design.

Working closely with the design architect, Kohler Ronan created mechanical, electrical, 
plumbing, and fire protection designs to support the architectural plans for the renovated 
spaces. LED lighting was incorporated in the jewelry vitrines to best showcase the salon’s 
rare gemstones. It was important that our engineering designs kept the desired calm in mind, 
therefore, systems and equipment needed to be neither seen nor heard. 



KOHLER RONAN

JCC Manhattan
The Jewish Community Center Study

Location        New York, NY
Architect          N/A
Services       MEP/FP 

Size                12 stories
Cost                  N/A (study)
Completed        2008

The Jewish Community Center in Manhattan provides cultural, social, spiritual, recreational, 
and educational programs to individuals and families of diverse backgrounds. It offers day 
camps and childcare, teen and adult travel, fine art and performing art programs, nursery 
schools, athletics, services for the aged, and informal education for all ages. It plays a 
significant role within the Jewish community of New York. As such, it requires significant 
space in which to carry out its mission.

Having constructed a modern, 12-story facility at 76th Street and Amsterdam Avenue in 
Manhattan, the JCC began operations. After occupying the space for 18 months, numerous 
deficiencies were experienced across its mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems. Kohler 
Ronan Consulting Engineers conducted an analysis of the reported deficiencies, following 
which our team outlined solutions on a case-by-case basis. Our designs addressed deficiencies 
such as improper air balancing, exhaust problems, auditorium noise and emergency lighting 
issues, leaks in the plumbing, temperature and humidity concerns, and various zoning issues 
throughout the facility. Rectifying these issues, as per Kohler Ronan’s recommendations, 
would not only increase members’ comfort while utilizing the space, but decrease operating 
costs to the owner as well.



KOHLER RONAN

The Mayflower Grace
Garden Spa and Rooms Building

Location        Washington, Connecticut

Architect          Halper Owens Architects

Services         MEP/FP 

Size                29,000 square feet

Cost                  Confidential

Completed       2007

Ever seeking to provide its guests with unparalleled facilities and available services, this five-
star, five-diamond, destination spa embarked on an improvement project that included the 
construction of a two-building complex located on the site of the existing Mayflower Inn, just 
north of the main building. The Garden Building includes an indoor pool, treatment rooms, 
exercise rooms, and associated support spaces. The Rooms Building consists of eight guest 
rooms on two levels and a basement; the buildings are connected by an enclosed corridor.

Kohler Ronan designed complete MEP/FP services, including HVAC systems for all levels 
of each building and the natatorium. New exhaust systems, fuel storage, and distribution 
systems, as well as power and race-way for the telephone, data, and security systems were also 
incorporated. System selection was a vital component of this project. First, the systems had 
to be unobtrusive to the guests. Second, all systems were required to afford complete control 
within flexible operating parameters.

Kohler Ronan’s team was pleased to work on this distinctive project, where our standards of 
engineering excellence were matched by the high standards adhered to by an establishment 
of this caliber.



Images: Courtesy of Grace Hotels



KOHLER RONAN

Solo Toro Tequila Grill
Mohegan Sun Casino Dining

Location        Uncaseville, Connecticut

Architect      N/A

Services       MEP/FP 

Size                7,500 square feet

Cost                 $2.5 million

Completed      2007

This high-energy, contemporary Mexican restaurant combines traditional flavors with 
modern techniques. Like Michael Jordan’s Steakhouse at Mohegan Sun, Sol Toro Tequila 
Grill is another successful member of Michael Jordan’s restaurant group. Situated on the 
casino’s ground level, adjacent to the convention center entrance, this restaurant’s prime 
location enjoys heavy traffic.

Kohler Ronan was charged with providing comprehensive MEP/FP design services in order to 
accommodate the transformation of a previously existing, Tribe-owned restaurant space into 
the tenant operated, and hugely popular, Sol Toro Tequila Grill.

The project consisted of entirely new and upgraded kitchen systems and equipment, in 
addition to a complete renovation of the bar and dining area. A key goal of the project was 
to better use the available space — while at the same time improving the general flow of the 
restaurant, both in the kitchen, and dining areas.

Also included in the project’s scope were metered electric, gas and hot water, modifications 
to fire sprinkler piping to allow for dedicated main and flow switch, and new staff restrooms.



KOHLER RONAN

The Belle Haven Club
Private Club

Location       Greenwich, Connecticut

Architect         Buttrick White & Burtis

Services      MEP/FP 

Size                  16,000 square feet

Cost                $1 million

Completed      2003

Founded at the southern most tip of Greenwich, overlooking Captain Harbor, this 16,000 
square-foot club consists of an attractive, two-story structure. The first floor houses dining 
areas, a bar, a kitchen, and toilet facilities. The second floor incorporates a ball room, bedrooms, 
storage, and additional restrooms. As part of a significant renovation project, the building was 
raised approximately three feet in order to comply with FEMA tidal flood plain regulations.

Kohler Ronan’s team of engineers and technical staff began its work at the Belle Haven Club 
with an air-conditioning feasibility study. The study then grew to include design services 
for renovations and upgrades to the whole complex. Consequently, Kohler Ronan provided 
complete mechanical, electrical, plumbing and fire protection services throughout the 
entire club. Following the renovation, the Belle H,aven Club is better positioned to serve its 
members totaling over 300 families.



KOHLER RONAN

Quaker Ridge Golf Club
Private Golf Club Renovations

Location      Scarsdale, New York

Architect       Perkins Eastman

Services          MEP/FP 

Size                  15,000 square feet

Cost                  $5 million

Completed      2006

Since a group of local businessmen joined together to purchase the former nine-hole course 
called the “Metropolitan Links”, the Quaker Ridge Golf Club has seen several renovations. 
The first renovation was in 1918 when A.W. Tillinghast was charged with expanding and 
redesigning the course. Then, in 1923, the original white clapboard clubhouse was replaced 
with the new construction, Tudor style clubhouse recognized today.

Quaker Ridge’s 2006 building improvements included renovations and additions to the 
clubhouse and certain of its outbuildings. In particular, the clubhouse grill room, bar, card 
room, and men’s lounge were upgraded. The second floor was rearranged to allow for better 
circulation and accessibility via a new elevator. To the dining room, a covered terrace was 
added which connected facilities to the outdoors. Beyond the clubhouse proper, the pool 
complex, snack bar, and golf training center were completely refurbished.

Kohler Ronan incorporated new mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and fire protection 
infrastructure to achieve the desired effects and optimize energy performance. Specifically, 
our engineers called for the existing hot water boilers to be upgraded with new modulating 
dual fuel burners (gas/oil). And, a new gas service was installed to further improve operations.




