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KOHLER RONAN

Helen Hayes Theatre
Historic Broadway Theater

Location      New York, New York

Architect       Rockwell Group 

Services       MEP/FP 

Size                 17,000 square feet

Cost                $20 million

Completed       2015

In the 1920s, Herbert J. Krapps was commissioned to remodel “The Little Theater” as it was 
known. The primary focus of the renovations was the creation of the balcony. The hope was 
that the extra seating would generate additional revenues. 

Following the expansion, the curtain continued to rise until The New York Times purchased 
the theater in 1931. The space was then converted to a conference hall. For some time, the 
facility also served as a radio and television studio. Personalities such as Dick Clark, Johnny 
Carson, and Merv Griffin broadcast from the hall. Fortunately for New York theater-goers, 
the Little Theater returned to its Broadway roots in the early 1980s. Unfortunately, the nearly 
600-seat theater had suffered some disrepair.

Some years after participating in a facilities and equipment study, Kohler Ronan was asked 
back to the heart of Broadway’s Theater District to design MEP/FP systems supporting 
renovations including substantial upgrades to the MEP/FP infrastructure at the back-of-
house as well as public and support spaces throughout the theater. The program called for 
additional restrooms, functional improvements to the back-of-house and public circulation 
areas, and aesthetic changes to front-of-house areas.





KOHLER RONAN

The Levitt Pavilion for the  
Performing Arts
Outdoor Performance Venue

Location      Westport, Connecticut

Architect       Peter Cadoux Architects

Services       MEP/FP, Commissioning

Size                   1,700 – 2,400 seated capacity

Cost                $7 million

Completed      2014

Already a formidable presence in Westport’s summer entertainment scene, the Levitt Pavilion 
for the Performing Arts hopes to increase its reach both to an increased audience and much 
sought after talent through the creation of its state-of-the-art, brand new pavilion. If the July 
20th grand re-opening with a performance by Jose Feliciano was any indication, the venue is 
well on its way to continued success.

The much improved pavilion incorporates an outdoor performance venue, open air lawn 
seating, canopied stage with state-of-the-art lighting and sound systems, and enclosures for 
backstage dressing areas, storage and lounge spaces. The entrance to the facility includes a 
two-level building for concessions as well as indoor restrooms. Additionally, improvements to 
the park area include lush river walks and picnic groves for pre-concert activities.

Kohler Ronan completed extensive mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and fire protection 
design services for this outdoor performance venue located along the Saugatuck River. We 
were subsequently engaged a second time to provide comprehensive commissioning services 
for the venue.
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Western Connecticut State University
Visual & Performing Arts Center (VPAC)

Location        Danbury, Connecticut

Architect       Amenta Emma /  
                           Holzman Moss Bottino Architecture 

Services       MEP/FP, Sustainable Design

Size                 134,000 square feet

Cost                       $68 million

Completed         2014

This State of Connecticut project consists of 134,000 square feet. The arts venue incorporates a 
350-seat proscenium theater, as well as a 350-seat concert hall and rehearsal studio. Additionally, 
student workshops, scene shop, dark room, metal shop, and support spaces are included.

Our engineering team explored all means to make this facility the most efficient possible. To 
this end, energy modeling was utilized to the client’s and the project’s benefit. Additionally, 
designs were created in accordance with LEED Silver requirements as outlined by the U.S. 
Green Building Council. Features included low ozone depleting and global warming potential 
refrigerants. Demand control ventilation, energy recovery plates, displacement ventilation, 
and thermal ice storage are utilized to create further energy savings. These systems may 
be monitored via a building dashboard workstation. The facility is a Connecticut High 
Performance Building.

Completed in the fall of 2014, this state-of-the-art facility has been effectively integrated into 
the current west side campus infrastructure. Further, it has been fully integrated into the 
surrounding City of Danbury community. 

AIA Connecticut People’s Choice Award, 2015 
Cold-Formed Steel Engineers Institute, Design Excellence, 2013
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László Z. Bitó '60 
Conservatory Building
Bard College

Location      Annandale–on–Hudson, New York

Architect       Deborah Berke & Partners

Services       MEP/FP

Size                16,000 square feet

Cost                  $8 million

Completed        2013

Known in the region for its many music programs, Bard College Conservatory of Music is 
located in scenic and historic Annandale, New York. Kohler Ronan was pleased to be a part 
of the design team selected to provide services for new addition to the László Z. Bitó '60 
Conservatory Building.

The state-of-the-art addition spans three floors and consists of approximately 19,300 square 
feet. The program allows for general-use classrooms, faculty offices, practice studios, a student 
lounge, instrument storage lockers, administrative offices, and a 150-seat recital hall.

Kohler Ronan’s team of engineers provided complete mechanical, electrical, plumbing, 
and fire protection design services in support of the architectural plans for the facility. 
Uncompromised acoustical performance within the music building’s spaces was of the 
utmost importance. Our engineers selected the MEP/FP equipment carefully and designed 
its layout in adherence to stringent acoustical criteria.

An environmentally friendly geothermal system, coupled with water-to-water heat pump 
systems, serves the air handling equipment. Also incorporated is humidification control for 
sensitive musical instruments. Students and faculty are now creating beautiful music in the 
comfort of this beautiful new space.
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New Mexico State University
Center for the Arts

Location         Las Cruces, New Mexico

Architect       Holzman Moss Bottino Architecture 

Services        MEP/FP, Sustainable Design

Size                  60,000 square feet

Cost                $35 million

Completed      2013

Under the direction of the University Architect and the Office of Facilities Planning & 
Construction, New Mexico State University took steps to update its master plan in 2005. As the 
university’s vision became more clearly defined, three key elements emerged: Development 
of the Las Cruces City center, construction of a University Hotel, and creation of a new Arts 
Complex. The vision was for all three elements work together to revitalize the area surrounding 
the university, boost the local economy, meet the city’s and the university’s needs for meeting 
space, and provide an appropriate venue for cultural and performing arts programs.

The Arts Complex itself is a multi-million dollar project. Our engineers and designers worked 
closely with the architects and the university’s internal facilities & construction staff to make 
the space exceed expectations. It should be noted that the project must meet additional 
demands as imposed by the State’s Governor. Per the Governor’s mandate, the state-funded, 
new arts facility is required to deliver an energy performance standard of one-half the average 
energy consumption for that building type, as defined by the US Department of Energy.

The new space includes a theater, dressing rooms, art gallery, studios, and classrooms for 
dance, music, performing, visual, and even digital arts. The modern Arts Complex is a fitting 
addition to NMSU, which is rich in history and the designs of Southwestern architect Henry 
C. Trost.

 LEED Gold Certified
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Southern Kentucky  
Performing Arts Center (SKyPAC)
Community Performing Arts Venue

Location      Bowling Green, Kentucky

Architect       Holzman Moss Bottino Architecture 

Services       MEP/FP, Sustainable Design 

Size                  70,000+ square feet

Cost                $21 million

Completed      2011

Kohler Ronan provided engineering and design services for an extraordinary performing 
arts venue located in a historic downtown district. The Southern Kentucky Performing Arts 
Center incorporates an 1,800-seat proscenium theater, rehearsal hall, dance studio, music 
practice rooms, and community accessible classrooms. The facility is quickly becoming the 
region’s premier cultural institution.

Our team of professional engineers designed mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and fire 
protection systems for this impressive space. Our work was coordinated with acoustical and 
lighting consultants to address the key issues for performing arts venues. As always, our 
systems strive to incorporate flexibility, efficiency, and invisibility.

Sustainable design elements such as natural ventilation and the use of louvers were also 
implemented for this project. Substantial energy analysis and building information modeling 
(including extensive CFD studies) were performed to maximize performance and efficiency.

LEED Silver Certified 
Associated General Contractors of Kentucky, 2012 Building Kentucky Award
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