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KOHLER RONAN

Statue of Liberty Museum 
New Museum Space

Location        New York, New York

Architect         FXFOWLE 

Services      MEP/FP

Size                26,000 square feet

Cost                 Confidential

Completed      2019

The National Park Service, together with the Statue of Liberty - Ellis Island Foundation, is 
constructing a new 26,000 square-foot Statue of Liberty Museum on Liberty Island. Kohler 
Ronan is proud to contribute comprehensive mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and fire 
protection services in support of revitalizing this national treasure. Landscaping and lighting 
are incorporated in the plans as part of a larger beautification effort, but the primary focus of the 
construction is to better accommodate the site’s growing number of visitors in a newly-designed 
facility on the northwest portion of the island. Making this beacon of hope and freedom 
accessible to as many people from around the world as possible is critical to the Foundation 
and the entire design team. The museum is slated to open in 2019.  

From the exterior, the hope is that the museum will appear as an extension of the surrounding 
park and its historic site. Constructed from materials native to Liberty Island, the state-of-the-art 
museum is designed to withstand hurricane force winds and 500-year flood levels. Sustainable 
features will include a green roof-scape and bird-safe glass. On the interior, thoughtfully 
designed interactive exhibits and iconic artifacts, including Lady Liberty’s original torch, will 
fully engage the visitor and provide an immersive experience in which all can more fully 
appreciate the history, construction, and true significance of the Statue of Liberty.
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KOHLER RONAN

The Met Breuer
Building Redesign & Restaurant

Location        New York, New York

Architect          Beyer Blinder Belle

Services      MEP/FP, Technology Design

Size                  82,000 square feet

Cost                $11.5 million

Completed      2016

Marcel Breuer designed this iconic building in 1966 specifically to house the Whitney Museum 
of American Art’s extensive collection of twentieth and twenty-first century American artists.  
Located at Madison Avenue and 75th Street, the landmark closed for substantial renovations, 
and opened to the public again in March of 2016 under the auspices of The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, which now occupies the space under a long-term lease and has assumed 
its programming for the next eight years.  The Met will display a portion of its modern and 
contemporary collections and programs within what is now called The Met Breuer.
 
Working with the architect and The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Kohler Ronan designed 
MEP/FP systems in support of the renovations to the unique building.  Central to the 
project’s engineering scope was a much needed infrastructure upgrade within the existing 
building in order to meet the new programmatic needs of The Met.  Functioning as The Met’s 
engineering consultant during the acquisition of the building allowed Kohler Ronan’s team 
to understand and prioritize the building’s needs for the duration of the lease. Enhancements 
included upgraded security and technology systems, electrical infrastructure improvements, 
and MEP design supporting a new restaurant, gallery, and office renovation.

AIA New York Interiors Merit Award, 2017
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KOHLER RONAN

Mystic Seaport Museum
Thompson Exhibition Building 

Location        Mystic, Connecticut

Architect          Centerbrook Architects & Planners

Services      MEP/FP, Technology Design

Size                  14,000 square feet

Cost                $11.5 million

Completed      2016

The newly designed Thompson Exhibit Building is perhaps the most prominent structure on 
Mystic Seaport’s 19-acre campus. The glass–and–wood design inspired by sailing vessels and the 
sea features exposed timber frames and calls to mind the hull of an old sailing ship. Welcoming 
the seaport’s guests in rain or shine, the building serves as a visitor center, houses a gift shop, 
and affords the museum the versatile exhibition space it requires. The 5,000 square-foot exhibit 
hall will feature movable walls and high ceilings for maximum flexibility.

Following the demolition of three separate campus buildings and the redesign of the 
quadrangle, Kohler Ronan designed mechanical, electrical, plumbing, fire protection, 
and technology systems for the new exhibition space. Engineering features include a 
geothermal system coupled with water-to-water heat pumps, energy-efficient LED lighting, 
an enhanced envelope, custom sprinklers, and specially-designed fabric ducts to coordinate 
with the distinctive slope and structure of the building. High security and museum-quality 
environmental controls facilitate the hosting of prominent museum exhibits.

Best Specialty Project, CT Crew’s Annual Blue Ribbon Awards Showcase, 2017
AIA QUAD 2017 Design Awards, Honor Award-With Distinction
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KOHLER RONAN

The Metropolitan Museum of Art
David H. Koch Plaza

Location      New York, New York

Architect       Olin Landscape Architects

Services         MEP/FP

Size                  4 city blocks

Cost                 $65 million

Completed      2014

With as many as six million pedestrians walking in front of The Metropolitan Museum of 
Art every year, and over 2,000 employees and volunteers entering the institution daily, the 
museum’s Fifth Avenue Plaza is one of the most heavily trafficked spots in New York City. The 
Met’s grand staircase is the quintessential New York meeting place. After 40 years, this plaza, 
stretching from 80th to 84th Streets, and its fountains have finally undergone a renovation 
which has transformed the exterior of this national treasure into a space worthy of the famed 
masterpieces housed inside its galleries. 

Redesign of the plaza included the removal of existing curbing, pavements, fountains, and 
trees allowing for the  installation of new pavements, tree-shaded allées, casual seating, shade 
structures, custom and programmable granite fountains, and entirely new, energy-efficient 
LED lighting. The fountains operate year round via a subterranean pump room, while the 
diffused lighting highlights the unique architectural features of the museum’s façade. A snow 
melt system is embedded under sidewalks and the south drive. The sum total of the renovations 
will enhance access and entrance to the landmark museum for many years to come.



Images: Olin Sahar Coston-Hardy



KOHLER RONAN

The Metropolitan Museum of Art
The Costume Institute 

Location        New York, New York

Architect       Kevin Roche John Dinkeloo 

Services         MEP/FP, Technology Design

Size                     4,200 square feet  
                                  (23,000 gallery total)

Cost                Confidential

Completed      2013

Completed in 2013 were significant renovations to one of New York’s most celebrated 
institutions: The Costume Institute. Kohler Ronan designed systems in support of renovations 
to the gallery, conservation department, library, and support spaces. The goal was to create 
efficient collection storage and flexibility in the display of the selected pieces.

The new space has been designed to enable presentations incorporating the latest technologies 
in lighting, audio, and video systems. The gallery can be transformed from stationary displays 
to fully functioning fashion shows made possible by a theatrical back bone of distribution 
through the floor and ceiling. Further, Electronic Theater Control lighting equipment racks 
can fine tune the combination of LED, fluorescent, and incandescent lighting. DMX lighting 
control capability was built into the distribution to allow programmable lighting features, 
such as color changing LEDs. Audio and video distribution is achieved through traditional 
analog copper wiring, twisted pair cabling, and fiber optic cabling.

The final product is a multi-function event space capable of displaying any medium in a short 
period of time between shows. Conservation and storage of the articles is enhanced by the 
new, high-density storage racks, organized to make the most efficient use of the space.



Images: (previous page) Olin Sahar Coston-Hardy, 
(current page) © Anna Wesolowska/www.photographerhedman.com



KOHLER RONAN

The Metropolitan Museum of Art
Long-term Feasibility Study

Location      New York, New York

Architect        Beyer Blinder Belle 

Services          MEP/FP, Energy Analysis

Size                 2 million square feet

Cost                   Confidential

Completed      2013

Kohler Ronan and The Metropolitan Museum of Art have enjoyed a long-standing 
relationship. We have completed over 75 individual projects at the 2,000,000 square-foot, 
multi-building facility since 2001. Projects have ranged in scope and size, bringing us to the 
museum’s most interesting public galleries and most hidden mechanical and basement 
rooms. The 2012–2013 feasibility study project has been the most comprehensive to date.

In 2012, Kohler Ronan joined a team in creating a long-term feasibility study addressing the 
current and future needs of the museum looking out 30 years. Our engineers documented 
the entire MEP/FP infrastructure plan for equipment replacement and upgrades based on 
expected serviceable lifespan. We created a plan to gradually migrate to more centralized and 
efficient systems. Additionally, our team worked closely with the architect to design a more 
manageable infrastructure layout avoiding existing potential hazards to artwork. We designed 
plans for MEP/FP support of numerous architectural projects and collaborated with cost 
estimators on project budgeting. The scope also included the provision of an energy model 
which compared the 5-year utility usage with comparable facilities. From there, we created 
a future energy plan. Finally, the team assisted the museum in identifying and correcting 
operational deficiencies as well as creating standards for all future projects.



Images: © Anna Wesolowska/www.photographerhedman.com



KOHLER RONAN

Onassis Cultural Center NY
Gallery Renovations

Location       New York, New York 

Architect        Perkins Eastman Architects 

Services        MEP/FP

Size                5,000 square feet (gallery)

Cost                 TBA

Completed      2013 (design services)

Located in the Olympic Tower on Fifth Avenue adjacent to St. Patrick’s Cathedral, the Onassis 
Cultural Center NY offers a unique space to celebrate Hellenic culture.  Spanning antiquity to 
present day, the newly renovated gallery space features exhibits of Ancient Greek & Roman 
Art, Byzantine Art, and Modern & Contemporary Art.  

In collaboration with Perkins Eastman Architects, Kohler Ronan completed comprehensive 
mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and fire protection engineering services in support of 
renovations to the existing atrium level and cellar level exhibit spaces. At the atrium level, 
the renovation included new public seating as well as a new fountain.  The cellar renovation 
consisted of the expansion and enhancement of exhibition galleries.  Specifically, the project’s 
scope included the reconfiguration the entry sequence to the cellar, improved accessibility to 
the basement galleries, and the addition of new restroom facilities.  An existing electrical 
closet was also relocated to accommodate the expansion. Finally, our team ensured that 
mechanical ductwork and systems serving the galleries are capable of maintaining museum-
quality environmental conditions. The end result of the renovations and expansion is a 
truly stunning atrium inviting gatherings and cultural discussions and clean-lined, modern 
galleries befitting the display of the center’s Hellenic treasures.     



Images: © Pa£l Rivera 



KOHLER RONAN

Fairfield University Art Museum
Gallery Space Conversion

Location       Fairfield, Connecticut

Architect        Centerbrook Architects & Planners

Services        MEP/FP

Size                  10,000 square feet

Cost                $2 million

Completed      2008

Located in Bellarmine Hall’s lower level, the new museum contains many pieces on loan from 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art and its Cloisters Collection. A primary focus is Medieval Art 
from Western Europe along with Byzantine Art from Ireland.

Kohler Ronan’s professional engineers and technical staff were enlisted to meet the challenges 
faced by converting a 1920s basement into gallery space befitting the valuable artworks to be 
displayed. Of the utmost concern was creating and maintaining an environment that would 
meet the Metropolitan Museum’s strict requirements and enable proper preservation of the 
various pieces. Air temperature and humidity control were key factors. Providing appropriate 
museum-quality lighting and associated controls, as well as the integration of life-safety 
systems within this previously unoccupied space, were also central to the project.

Kohler Ronan’s mechanical and electrical teams successfully addressed these issues and 
designed stand-alone, dedicated utilities for the space. Plumbing services were also provided 
in support of the new mechanical equipment and architectural modifications. Rounding 
out the scope of our services was the selection of wet pipe sprinkler protection and VESDA 
incipient detection throughout the exhibit space.
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KOHLER RONAN

American Museum of  
Natural History
Theodore Roosevelt Rotunda & Central Park West Entrance

Location        New York, New York

Architect         Kevin Roche John Dinkeloo Associates 

Services      MEP/FP, Technology Design

Size                4,200 square feet 
                                  (23,000 gallery total)

Cost                 Confidential

Completed      2013

Kohler Ronan has completed a wide array of projects at the American Museum of Natural 
History. This project involved interior and exterior restoration of both the Theodore Roosevelt 
Rotunda and the Central Park West (CPW) Entrance. This work included conservation of 
murals, repair and restoration of finishes, repair and restoration of exterior stonework, 
HVAC, lighting, acoustics, and life safety systems upgrades. New exhibits related to Theodore 
Roosevelt also were developed as part of the project.

Our work incorporated upgrades to MEP/FP systems including brand new HVAC equipment 
addressing temperature and humidity control within the rotunda. Additionally, the HVAC 
heating system serving the museum’s interior revolving doors required redesign. This posed a 
challenge as systems design had to meet stringent interior landmark approvals. With the goal 
set, our team carefully designed the HVAC system to fit within the revolving pocket doors, 
hidden from view. Our scope of work also included energy-efficient lighting designs and 
necessary life safety systems — both for the main entry spaces and the porte-cochere.

The CPW entrance handles the majority of visitors to the museum with patrons coming 
from the subway on the lower level, and those passing through the second-floor rotunda. 
The redesigned spaces will not only facilitate entry to the museum, but better showcase both 
existing and new exhibits.



Images:   Kevin Roche John Dinkeloo Associates 



KOHLER RONAN

The Frick Collection
Facilities Expansion and Enhancement

Location        New York, New York 

Architect       Beyer Blinder Belle /  
                          Selldorf Architects 

Services         MEP/FP, Energy Analysis

Size                     200,000 square feet

Cost                Confidential

Completed      In Progress

Pittsburgh industrialist Henry Clay Frick engaged Carrère and Hastings to build his family 
a home in New York City, and the building was complete in 1914.  In 1935, the late Gilded Age 
mansion was converted by John Russell Pope from the Frick’s private residence to a public 
museum consisting of exceptional galleries and gardens. A separate building on 71st Street 
was erected in the same year to accommodate the growth of the Frick Art Reference Library. 
Today, the institution is recognized as one of the world’s premier museums and research 
institutions. Kohler Ronan is pleased to have been selected as the consulting engineer 
providing comprehensive MEP/FP design, as well as energy analysis, for the expansion and 
enhancement to The Frick Collection facilities.

Significant increases to the number of visitors, and the pressing need to enhance collection 
care, conservation facilities, and public programming initiatives, have necessitated the 
facilities’ expansion and enhancements currently in design.  The primary goals of this project 
include the creation of new gallery spaces, dedicated educational and programming facilities, 
the modernization of conservation facilities, and the improvement of visitor accessibility.  
Additionally, the enhancements will make it possible for guests to enter areas that were 
previously closed to the public. Underground and behind-the-scene facilities will be within 
the renovation’s scope, and infrastructure upgrades will incorporate MEP/FP, lighting, and 
building envelope. In addition to improving energy efficiency throughout the museum, the 
guiding tenet will be to preserve the character and intimacy of the former residence. 

We look forward to collaborating with our colleagues at Selldorf Architects, leading designer, 
and Beyer Blinder Belle, executive architect, as well as The Frick Collection, to realize the goals 
of this New York City landmark and national treasure.



KOHLER RONAN
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